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** I am going over to Paris to see Mattel [the Chilian
Minister], and push him to order another ship* I am
really alarmed at the reckless preparations of the
Argentines, and I proposed to him that if Chili is going
to do anything to meet these preparations no time must
be lost."

Some of the most remarkable events in the history of
the armaments trade occurred a few months before
the Great War, and one of these certainly contributed
to bring it about. This was the division of Turkey
between Krupp and an English group of armament firms,
Krupp (supported by a German military mission) taking
over the military control of the Turkish army and the
fortifications, while the British group (with a naval
mission) took over the naval reorganisation* It has
been frequently stated in Russia that this German move
made war between Germany and Rtissia inevitable, as
Russia could not allow the control and exploitation of
Turkey to fall into the hands of German officers and
capitalists* The British share nearly led to ludicrous
consequences; for another naval mission was dis-
patched to Athens to take over the Greek navy, and
British armament firms began to build for both powers*
A war seemed to be inevitable, in which case the two
navies would have been largely built and officered by
Great Britain. The struggle, however, was postponed,
as Turkey was waiting for a super-Dreadnought from
the Tyne while Greece was purchasing smaller battle-
ships from the United States and torpedo boats from
Great Britain. Before the Turkish battleship could be
got away the Great War broke out. The Turkish battle-
ships, one of which had been paid for by voluntary
subscriptions in Constantinople, was seized by the